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2009 - The International Year of Astronomy (IYA)
What - When - Why - How
by David Douglass

2009 has been declared as the International 
Year of Astronomy (IYA). Most of us have 
read something about it, but what is it? 

The “declaration” or “proclamation” is made by the International 
Astronomical Union (IAU), with support of the United Nations. 
It seems anybody and everybody with anything to do with as-
tronomy is joining in. Even NASA and the ESA with their joint 
venture of the Hubble telescope (as well as many other telescopes) 
is joining the event. Local astronomy clubs all over the world are 
being asked to participate. But how, and why, and by doing what?
From an MSNBC article by Andrea Thomp-
son (http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/28470077/) 
comes this quote:  “It’s basically a full court press 
to improve scientific literacy,” said Stephen Pom-
pea, manager of Science Education at the National 
Optical Astronomy Observatory (NOAO) and U.S. 
project director for IYA2009, during a press confer-
ence last month at the annual meeting of the Amer-
ican Geophysical Union in San Francisco.
  There is an initiative to construct thousands of af-
fordable telescopes, usable by children all around 
the world, to allow them to view the universe,  with 
a “wow” factor. Stephen Pompea said further in the 
MSNBC article… “Our particular goal is to get 
millions of people to look through a telescope for 
the first time.” Known as the “Galileoscope”, the 
projected cost is something like $10 to $15 each, 
purchased in bulk. The Cloudy Night forum 
 (http://cloudynights.com/ubbthreads/ubbthreads.php?Cat=)
which is the official forum of the 2009 IYA, reports that the units 
are not yet available, but should be very soon. Apparently, proto-
types are available, and are somewhat impressive. The $10 to $15 
cost would be for the ota, but will not include a tripod.
  There is even going to be some magic in the air. At the opening of 
the US IYA 2009 ceremony set for Jan 6th in Long Beach, Califor-
nia, at the winter meeting of the American Astronomical Society, 
light collected (observed) at  the  Cincinnati  Observatory Center, 
via the world’s oldest telescope still in nightly use by the general 
public (dates from 1842), will be virtually passed to the opening 
ceremony for the purpose of a virtual ribbon-cutting. This “light” 
will be from the observation of the Pleiades (M45, and also known 
as the Seven Sisters) star cluster, which is 400 light years away. 
That number is symbolic with the 400th anniversary of Galileo’s 
first telescope observations of the night sky. Information on the 
Cincinnati Observatory Center can be found at: http://www.cin-
cinnatiobservatory.org/
  And lastly, the IYA is including educational material and hosting 
events featuring the so-called dark skies initiatives to draw atten-
tion to the problem of light pollution.
  The IYA is not a single day or night event. Not even a week long 
effort, or a month long effort. It is an entire year. So it is hard to 

say “What will we, as the East Valley Astronomy Club (EVAC) do 
to  celebrate the IYA?”. The IYA is about education. Education for 
the young, as well as the not so young. In more simplistic terms, 
the IYA is about “public outreach” events. 
  Public Outreach, is one of EVAC’s strong suits, and has been 
for some time. It is one of the characteristics of our group that 
describes us best. Not all astronomy clubs participate in regular 
public outreach events. Again, reading the Cloudy Nights forums 
IYA articles, many clubs say that they will schedule “a” public 
star party, or host “a” star party at a particular school, or hold 

“a” special public speaking engagement to discuss 
the event. Sound familiar? So what will EVAC do? I 
think we are already doing it. And we will continue 
to do it. Our schedule of Public Outreach events for 
2009 (the IYA) include:
  12 Monthly Public Star Parties, scheduled on the 
second Friday of each month at the Riparian Pre-
serve in Gilbert, next to the GRCO observatory ad-
jacent to the Gilbert Library at the corner of Guada-
lupe and Greenfield Roads. These Public Star Parties 
are free and open to the public, and start about sun-
set in the evening.
  12 Monthly Lectures (Skywatach), conducted 
in conjunction with the Riparian Institute at the 
Gilbert Library, again on the 2nd Friday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 PM. Following the speakers 
presentation, participants are encouraged to visit the 
GRCO observatory. Information about the Ripar-

ian Institute can be found at :  http://www.riparianinstitute.org
  52 weekend (Friday and Saturday nights) events at the Gilbert 
Rotary Centennial Observatory (GRCO). This observatory is 
open to the public, and although free,  a voluntary donation of 
$3.00 per person is suggested.  GRCO is  most appreciative of do-
nations to offset continuing operating expenses. The observatory, 
built with cooperation and donations from members of EVAC, 
the Gilbert Rotary Club, the Salt River Project, and of course the 
Town of Gilbert, is operated by volunteers from EVAC and the 
Riparian Institute.
  Between 30 and 50 public group events, mostly elementary 
schools, which are attended by hundreds of young people and their 
families. These events are scheduled through the EVAC Outreach 
Request Form on our website at http://www.eastvalleyastronomy.
org/  and are open to schools, clubs and groups. Coordination of 
these events is handled by our clubs Events Coordinator Randy 
Peterson, who can be contacted at events@evaconline.org
  Public Outreach is not new to EVAC. We have been doing it for 
years, and will continue to offer these services into the future. It 
will be our commitment to 2009, the International Year of As-
tronomy.
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Haynes went down to the Gilbert Freestone 
Community Building, about 1.5 miles to the 

west, to see if someone could come down, and let us in. Not to be! 
But, they had a large room we could use there. Randy Peterson 
was also on the phone with them, and between everyone, we made 
arrangements to move the meeting. A large car caravan was quick-
ly organized, and we moved to the Freestone facility. The meeting 
was only delayed about 20 minutes, and I really don’t think we lost 
anybody, and the meeting proceeded normally. I have now made 
notes on those names, and phone numbers, for future reference.
  Saturday, Jan 18th was to be our regular Local Star Party at the 
Boyce Thompson Arboretum State Park, near Superior. However, 
we had a request from the FOBT Association (Friends of Boyce 
Thompson), to host a members evening to view the stars. Normal-
ly, we do this twice a year, but they wanted to try and add another 
viewing. It was short notice for them, and us, but a goodly number 
of people turned out, from both EVAC and FOBT. FOBT sup-
plied an evening meal of brats, soups, and beverages, and EVAC 
supplied the telescopes. The weather was wonderful, and by 8:00 
that evening, the FOBT group was heading home, and our regular 
evening of dark sky observing continued to about midnight. There 
were at least 20 telescopes there that night, and I know everyone 
was having a wonderful evening. 
  On Friday, Jan 22nd, EVAC was to host a school star party at 
Jacobson Elementary in Chandler, with an expected attendance of 
about 600 people. Many EVAC members had volunteered to pro-
vide telescopes, but alas, the weather did not cooperate, and at the 

last hour the event was cancelled. It will hopefully be rescheduled. 
Many thanks to the EVAC members who volunteered to help in 
this event.
  Speaking of school outreach programs, the February calendar, 
found on our website at  http://www.evaconline.org  is currently 
showing 7 school events, an Arizona Science Center event, and 
our usual collection of public and member star parties. Our events 
coordinator, Randy Peterson needs all the help he can get, so if 
you can volunteer to provide a telescope for one or more of these 
events, please contact Randy at  events@evaconline.org  and let 
him know. I promise, you will enjoy it, and will want to attend 
more events as they are planned.
  Starting with our February meeting, I would like to start a “Show 
and Tell” before we take our break. I am thinking of a member 
with something to “Show”, and maybe “Tell” about. This could be 
hardware, software, or just an experience, such as working on one 
of our Observing Programs, or attending an astronomy function. 
There is a separate mini-article about this elsewhere in this issue of 
the Observer. Please take a peek, and consider this opportunity to 
share your experiences with our fellow members and guests. 
  Our February 20th speaker will be Professor Frank Timmes of 
the School of Earth and Space Exploration at 
Arizona State University. His subject is “White Dwarf Supernova: 
Dark Energy and Astrobiology Implications”.  I certainly look for-
ward to seeing all of you then. 
  I wish each of you “Clear Skies”. And remember, “Keep Looking 
Up”.

From the Desk of the President
Continued from page 1

Starting with the February General Membership meeting, we 
will allow about 15-20 minutes, just before the break, for a 
“SHOW AND TELL” session, where one of our members can 
“SHOW” off some piece of hardware or software that they are 
really “into”, or perhaps “TELL” about a recent astronomy related 
experience, such as working on one of our Observing Programs, 
or attending an astronomy related function. 
  If you would like to participate, and I hope that there are many 
of you who will, please email me at  president@evaconline.org  
and let me know what subject you would like to present to the 
club. We will only have one presentation for each meeting. A 
computer is available, equipped with Microsoft PowerPoint, as 
well as Corel Presentations. If you have slides or just images (jpg, 
bmp, etc) that you want to present, they can be on a “usb stick”, 
or other usb device that works with Windows Vista (32bit), or on 
a CD, or DVD. 
  We are also considering short mini-presentations either before 
the general membership meeting (7:00 – 7:30), and/or during the 
meeting, to address issues of interest to our members. These pre-
sentations could be on hardware issues (How do I Align a GoTo 
Telescope? What is the difference between a Dob and an SCT?), 
general issues (How do I decide what to look at in the night sky 

tonight?), and/or anything else astronomy related, and of interest 
to our members. If you would like to see a particular presenta-
tion, or perhaps host one, please email  president@evaconline.org 
with your ideas.

Call for Presenters



Page 16 The Observer

East Valley Astronomy Club
PO Box 2202
Mesa, Az. 85214-2202

The Observer is the official publication of the East Valley Astron-
omy Club. It is published monthly and made available electroni-
cally as an Adobe PDF document the first week of the month. 
Printed copies are available at the monthly meeting. Mailed 
copies are available to members for a slight surcharge to offset 
printing and mailing expenses.

Please send your contributions, tips, suggestions and comments to 
the Editor at:  news@evaconline.org
Contributions may be edited. The views and opinions expressed in 
this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the publisher 
or editor.

Material in this publication may not be reproduced in any manner 
without written permission from the editor. ©2005-2009

The East Valley Astronomy Club is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit chari-
table organization.

Keep 
Lookin

g Up!
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